The combined bases w e r e isolated by F r a n c k ' s method [4] . TLC on plates coated with A1203 in the b e n z e n e -m e t h a n o l (85 : 15) (system 1) and ethyl a c e t a t e -c h l o r o f o r m -m e t h a n o l (2.5:2.0 : 0.5) (system 2) syst e m s showed that the first three species have the safne qualitative composition (each containing t h r e e bases), while the chloroform extract f r o m S. ewersii revealed the p r e s e n c e of only one alkaloid (III). The alkaloids w e r e separated on comumn of alunina (activity grade II, neutral) being eluted successively with benzene and mixtures of benzene with 5-25% of methanol. 
